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Source: Based on data from Hayes (2010,  p. xi). 

FIGURE 6.4    Predictors of Jail Suicide
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found that between 2007 and 2011, there were eight deaths resulting from suicide 
and 2,514 cases of self-injury (out of yearly admissions of 80,000 and an average 
daily population of about 12,500). The self-injuries had increased in number during 
this time period. The methods of self-injury included, among others, “lacerations, 
ligatures tied around the neck, attempted overdose, and swallowed foreign objects” 
(Selling et al., 2014, p. 163). In response to this research, the jail managers (there 
are several New York City jails) improved the surveillance system and the electronic 
health records so they could better watch and document those who would be most 
likely to need help.

We do know that the rate of suicide among inmates in jails, despite its marked decrease 
over the last 9 years, is still twice as high as would be true for a comparable group of free 
citizens (Mumola, 2005). Jails have 3 times the rate of suicides that prisons do, though 




